
 

Mass Schedule 
 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday at 5:00 pm 
Sunday at 9:00 am 

Latin Mass at 11:00 am 
 

Confessions 
First Saturday 10:30 - 11:15am 

Saturday  4:00- 4:40 pm 
 

Weekday Masses 
Tuesday 12:00 pm 

Wednesday – Friday 9:00 am 

First Saturday 10:00 am 
 

Holy Day Masses 
See bulletin for Mass times 

 

Adoration & Holy Hour 
First Fridays 9:30 am - 3:30 pm 

First Saturday after Mass until 11:15 am 
 

Anointing of the Sick  
By request - contact the parish office  

 

 

 

CLERGY 

Pastor:  Fr. David Boroff . . . . . .  ext. 2 

pastor@holytrinitycos.org 
 

Deacon:  Andy Dunnam  

dcnadunnam@holytrinitycos.org 
 

Deacon:  Pete McCann. . . . . . . . .ext. 4 

dcnpmccann@holytrinitycos.org 
 

Staff:   
 

Connie Anderson . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ext. 0 
Pastoral Secretary  
htparishoffice@holytrinitycos.org  
Text 719-493-0393 

 

Dr. Sharon Hershey, OCDS 
Music Director 
music@holytrinitycos.org 

 

Ryan Dayberry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ext. 3 
Office Manager & Facilities Director 
facilities@holytrinitycos.org 

 

Office Hours:  
8:00 am - 3:00 pm  Monday - Thursday 
8:00 am - 1:00 pm  Friday 
 

Parish Office is located in the house to the  
north of the church. 
 

The nearest Catholic schools are: 
Elementary: Corpus Christi Catholic 
School, 2410 N. Cascade, phone:  632-5092 
CorpusChristicos.org  
 

High School: Our Lady of Walsingham, 
2410 N. Cascade  Phone: 719-368-9131 
St. Mary’s, 2501 E. Yampa St.,  
Phone:  635-7540 

Holy Trinity Catholic Church 
3122 Poinsetta Drive   
Colorado Springs, CO 80907 
Phone: 719-633-2132   

A Parish of the Diocese of Colorado Springs 
Website: www.holytrinitycos.org   
Email: holytrinitycoloradosprings@gmail.com 
Social Media: Facebook & Gab 

“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again; but 
whoever drinks the water I shall give will never 

thirst.”  (John 4:14) 

March 8, 2026 



Baptisms: Baptism preparation class is required for all 
parents and godparents, and they must be registered in 
a Catholic parish and members in good standing.   
Contact the parish office to schedule an appointment.  
Marriage:  All engaged couples participate in a  
Marriage Preparation Program  (a policy of the Diocese 
of Colorado Springs), Contact the parish office AT 
LEAST ONE YEAR IN ADVANCE of your planned 
marriage to begin preparation. 
Sacrament of the Sick/Emergencies:  Dial 633-2132, 
ext 1.  Calls are monitored on a regular basis. 
Funerals:  Please call the parish office before  
scheduling date and time with a funeral home.  The  
parish office schedules presiders, musicians, and  
servers in consultation with family members.  
 

Please contact the parish office for additional  
information at (719) 633-2132. 

Do you know someone in our parish who is temporarily 
or permanently homebound or in a nursing home and 
would like to receive communion weekly?  Please call 
the office to schedule a homebound visit or to schedule a 
nursing home visit.   If you are a mandated EMHC or 
would like to become one and would like to volunteer for 
this ministry, please contact the parish office. 

Communion to the Homebound Volunteer Ministries at Holy Trinity 

Adoration Mary Lou Nichols 
Altar Linens Myra, Mary & Karen 
Altar Servers Clergy 
Baptismal Prep Classes Clergy  
Bereavement Dinners Judie Scott 
Bulletin Stuffers Elaine Ivan 
Coffee and Donuts Bud & Judie Scott 
Communion - Home Bound  Judie Scott 
 550-0943 
Communion - Nursing Homes  Clergy 
Confirmation  Joan Kilman 
Environment Gretchen Dunnam 
Evangelization  Matt Niedzielski 
Faith Formation Joan Kilman 
Finance Council Pastor 
FOCCUS Dcn Andy & Gretchen 
    Dunnam 
Holy Trinity Ladies Guild  Judie Scott 
Knights of Columbus John Longmore 
Lectors / EMHCs / Greeters Chuck Pavlica 
Lighthouse Catholic Media Darrin French 
Marian House Soup Kitchen Jane Biondi 
Marriage Prep / Marriage Retreat Pastor  
Money Counters Jane Biondi 
OCIA Phil & Connie Pratt 
Outdoor Environment Danielle Hrovat 
Pastoral Council Don Dornan 
Respect Life Matt Niedzielski 
Scouts Mike Bartusek 
Senior Dinners Mike Bartusek 
SHARE Food Program Jane & Vince Biondi 
    & Giving Tree Patty & Joe Burke 
Stewardship Susan Pavlica  
Ushers  Pete Dunn 
Vocations Pastor 
 

For more information, call the Parish Office 633-2132  

Sacraments 

Leave a Legacy to Holy Trinity 

Catholic legacy gifts are an essential part of the wishes 
of parishioners to provide for their parish, a specific 
ministry, or the diocese at the time of their death. This 
can occur through direct giving by way of a will or trust, 
through a beneficiary gift from a retirement or life  
insurance policy, or via an endowment through the  
Catholic Foundation of the Diocese of Colorado Springs 
to name a few examples.  These generous gifts help  
continue the great work and missions within the Diocese 
of Colorado Springs.  
 
Deacon Marc Wood is the Planned Giving and Legacy 
Officer for our Diocese.  mwood@diocs.org  

Feed the Poor . . .  Please help us feed the poor by 
donating the following item of the week: 

 

“Jelly” 

Food Item of  the Week 

If there is a snow delay for Corpus Christi Catholic 
School or District 11, we will have Mass on Tuesdays 

at noon;  
No Masses if a delay lands on Wednesday, Thursday, 

or Friday. 
    

Snow closure; no daily Mass and the office is closed 
on that weekday. 

 Please be prudent in making a decision to come 
for Mass if the weather is questionable. 

Bad Weather Policy 

mailto:mwood@diocs.org


Not a parishioner of Holy Trinity?  There are many 
reasons to become a registered  member:  religious  
education classes, opportunities for Christian service 
in the community, letters of recommendation to 
serve as godparents and sponsors for newcomers to 
the faith, pre-printed tithing envelopes (if desired), 
an annual report of your charitable offerings and a 
subscription to the Colorado Catholic Herald.  Regis-
tration forms are available in the foyers or online at  

www.holytrinitycos.org. 

If you have moved, changed your phone number, name 
or email address, have a new baby in the family or a 
child who is no longer living at home, please let us 
know so we may update your registration.  Please call 
the church office at 633-2132 or email  
htparishoffice@holytrinitycos.org .  
Thank you for your help!! 

Update Membership Information 

Readings 

New Parishioners 

March 8, 2026 through March 15, 2026 

 
Sunday: Ex 17:3-7 Ps 95:1-2, 6-9 Rom 5:1-2, 5-8  
 Jn 4:5-42 
Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab Pss 42:2-3, 43:3-4  
 Lk 4:24-30 
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43 Ps 25:4-5ab, 6-7bc, 8-9  
 Mt 18:21-35 
Wednesday:Dt 4:1, 5-9 Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20  
 Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28 Ps 95:1-2, 6-9 Lk 11:14-23 
Friday: Hos 14:2-10 Ps 81:6c-11b, 14, 17  
 Mk 12:28-34 
Saturday: Hos 6:1-6 Ps 51:3-4, 18-21b Lk 18:9-14 
Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a Ps 23:1-6  
 Eph 5:8-14 Jn 9:1-41 

Second Collections 

April 3 Holy Land 

April 26 Catholic Home Missions Appeal 

Please pick up a current EWTN Highlights schedule 
available at either entrance to the parish.  

EWTN Highlights 



  Third Sunday of Lent          March 8, 2026 

Weekly Events Calendar Mass Times & Intentions 

Vocations Prayer Calendar 
Please pray for our Diocesan Bishops, Priests, Deacons & 
Seminarians .  This week’s schedule is: 
 

Mar 8:  Evan Morgan, Mt. St. Mary’s Seminary 
Mar 9:  Kevin Ward, Mt. St. Mary’s Seminary  
Mar 10: Vincent Staverosky, Mt. St. Mary’s Seminary 
Mar 11: Mark Rocco, Mt. St. Mary’s Seminary  
Mar 12: Vincent Smith, Mt. St. Mary’s Seminary  
Mar 13: Dcn. Dominic Ambuul, Mt. St. Mary’s Seminary 
Mar 14: W. Trevor Keene, St. Gregory the Great Seminary  
 

Eternal Father, we lift up these priests, deacons, and  
seminarians of our Diocese.  Sanctify them, protect and 
guide them, and mold them into the likeness and holiness  
of Your Son, Jesus, the Eternal High Priest.  May their lives 
be pleasing to You.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Sunday, Mar. 8 
Coffee and donuts after morning Masses - cafeteria 
K & C Breakfast Burritos after both Masses - cafeteria 
9:50 am:  Children’s Religious Ed - classroom 
10am-11:30 am:  Adult Catholic Studies - Hope House 
11:00 am-1:00pm:  OCIA - Hope House 
12:00 pm:  Polish Palm Making - Cafeteria  
 

Monday, Mar. 9 
7:00 pm:  Boy Scouts - Hope House 

 

Thursday, Mar. 12 
Nora Malatino funeral 11:00 am, Rosary 10:30am  
Reception in the Hope Housing following 
6:00 pm:  Knights of Columbus - Hope House 
 

Friday, Mar. 13 
5:30 pm:  Soup supper - Hope House 
6:00 pm - 6:25 pm:  Confessions - Church 
6:30 pm:  Stations of the Cross - Church 

 

Sunday, Mar. 15, 
Coffee and donuts after morning Masses - cafeteria 
9:50 am:  Children’s Religious Ed - classroom 
10am-11:30 am Adult Catholic Studies - Hope House 
11:00 am-1:00pm OCIA - Hope House 
1:00 pm:  Senior Dinner - cafeteria  

Monday, March 9 
No Mass 
 
Tuesday, March 10 

12:00 pm:    James Norris 
   By:  Deacon Pete & Margaret McCann 
 
Wednesday, March 11 

9:00 am:    Dan Biondi 
   By:  Vince & Jane Biondi 
 
Thursday, March 12 
9:00 am:  No Mass 
11:00 am:  Funeral 
 
Friday, March 13 
9:00 am:    Larry & Amy Billesbach 
   By:  Brett Billesbach 
 
Saturday, March 14 
5:00 pm:    Dorothy Pruitt 
   By:  Frank & Hatsi McCormick  
Sunday, March 15 
9:00 am:    Lindsay McKillip 
   By:  Deacon Chris & Becki Phelps 
11:00 am:     ProPopulo 
 

Offertory       $       7,104.00 
Weekly Goal    $       8,000.00 
YTD Goal    $   288,000.00 
Actual Offertory to Date:   $   308,012.12 
Over (Under) Goal   $     20,012.12 
 
 
 

Thank you to all who continue their support to the 
church with tithes.  Please feel free to continue to mail or 
drop off your donation at the office. 

 

On-line Donations: 
 

  You may donate online at : www.holytrinitycos.org .   

There are two DONATE HERE buttons on our web 
page.   Quick Links on the right side or under the Follow 
Us On Facebook link.  When you click on either of the  
DONATE HERE buttons, it will take you to a donation 
page that has ‘Holy Trinity Catholic Church’ and a little 
tiny picture of our parish in the upper left hand corner.  If 
you have any questions, please call the office.  

Offertory 

To request a Mass intention, please call or email the  
parish office.  Donations for already requested Masses 
can be made through the parish website, by check or 

cash. Be sure to specify ‘Mass Intentions’ with  
your donation so we can match it to the requested date 

Funeral 

Nora Malatino 
3/12 Rosary 10:30am, Mass 11am at Holy Trinity 

Reception to follow in the Hope House 



2026 Diocesan Ministry Appeal  

Parish Goal $50, 914.00 

Total Pledged $16,523.55 

Percentage of Goal 32.45% 

Food for Lent 

Through the generosity of Holy Trinity Parishioners, we 
are able to offer Easter Food Baskets again this year to 
those in need.  If you, or someone you know, is in need of 
an Easter Food Basket, please call the church office at 
719- 633-2132 to sign up. All names from the  
Thanksgiving and Christmas distributions WILL be  
retained.  The distribution date is Holy Saturday, April 4, 
2026.  Names must be submitted by Friday, March 28, 
2026.  God bless you, Jane and Vince Biondi, Patty and 
Joe Burke, and Roy Johnson 

Easter Food Basket Sign Up 

To pray the Rosary with seniors in nursing homes  
especially in Colorado Springs, in teams of two, one hour 
per week in a group setting. Training provided.  
 
The Rosary Team has over 600 volunteers yet many  
seniors are still waiting for a Rosary Team! Visit 
www.therosaryteam.org to sign up. Visit our website to 
watch The Rosary Team in action filmed by EWTN.   

Volunteers Needed 

The Holy Trinity Choir Welcomes New Members 
 
Singing in a choir is awesome for the body, mind and  
spirit!  Get your New Year off to a fabulous start by    
joining one of the choirs serving our weekend Masses  
[the Saturday 5 PM and the Sunday 9 AM].  We rehearse 
just one hour before Mass starts in the basement.  No 
evening rehearsal is required.   Music reading is important 
but not required up front.  Training is available and the on
-line resources are abundant.   Proficient Instrumentalists 
are also welcome.  

 

Please spread the word too, many professional singers get 
their groove by singing in a church choir through middle 
and high school.  I look forward to meeting you and   
praying for you!    

Contact the office at 719-633-2132 or email  
shershey@holytrinitycos.org--if you would like to join  
our choir. 
St. Cecilia, pray for us! 
 
Sharon, the music director   

Holy Trinity Choir 

Looking for a volunteer opportunity to enhance your  
Lenten journey?  Prayerfully consider joining the HT 
group at the Marian House Soup Kitchen.  We prepare and 
serve lunch on the LAST THURSDAY and FIFTH  
SATURDAY (if applicable) of each month.  There are  
2 shifts:  7 a.m. to 10 a.m. for prep shift and 10 a.m. to  
1 p.m. for the serving shift.  You are more than welcome 
to work both shifts.  On February 26th, we served 290 
lunches.  In March, our date is THURSDAY, March 26TH.  
This is spring break for most schools, so if you have a  
student over 13 years of age that would like to help,  
we would welcome them! 
If you are able to help, please call the church office for 
sign up. 
Jane Biondi, Coordinator 

Marian House Volunteers Needed 

Fasting is to be observed on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday for all those who have celebrated their 18th  
birthday and have not yet celebrated their 60th birthday.  
Fasting means having only one full meal to maintain 
one's strength. Two smaller, meatless and penitential 
meals are permitted according to one's needs, but they 
should not together equal the one full meal.  Eating solid 
foods between meals is not permitted. 
 

Abstinence from meat is to be observed on Ash  
Wednesday and all Fridays of Lent by all who have  
celebrated their 14th birthday.  Invalids, pregnant and 
nursing mothers are exempt. 
  

On those days of fasting and abstinence, meatless soup is  
traditional. Sundays, of course, are always free of fasting 
and abstinence; even in the heart of Lent, Sundays are 
about the glorious Resurrection. This pattern of fasting 
and abstinence ends after the Vigil Mass of Holy  
Saturday.  
 

As to special Lenten foods, vegetables, seafood,  salads, 
pastas, and beans mark the season, in addition to the 
meatless soups. The fasting of this time once even  
precluded the eating of eggs and fats, so the chewy  
pretzel became the bread and symbol of the times. 
They'd always been a Christian food, ever since Roman 
times, their very shape being the creation of monks. The 
three holes represent the Holy Trinity, and the twists of 
the dough represent the arms of someone praying. In 
fact, the word "pretzel" is a German word deriving  
ultimately from the Latin "bracellae," meaning "little 
arms" (the Vatican has the oldest known representation 
of a pretzel, found on a 5th c. manuscript).  

https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.therosaryteam.org&umid=7dc31c6b-db38-45b2-be0d-6845aa2eb06e&rct=1772149668&auth=bd74f6a8631cda75fbcafe6a82f99443162cecd8-0f5c4520c6dd6dc5b7644ad0934029d2104220f5
http://www.fisheaters.com/customslent15.html
http://www.fisheaters.com/customslent15.html


The Holy Trinity Senior Dinner will be held on the third 
Sunday of every month through May. We will start    
serving the meal at 1:00 pm  in the Church  Cafeteria.  
 

We serve 50 to 70 seniors from all over Colorado Springs 
for a cost of $4 per person. The goal of the dinner is to 
provide a comradery and a good meal at a reasonable 
price. We need help from volunteers to bring some food 
items to the dinners and to help serve. These items will 
consist of desserts, vegetables or potatoes. Volunteers are 
not expected to donate food each month but only when 
contacted by a Food Caller Volunteer.  
 

If you are willing to help by bringing a food item or can 
help serve, please call Mike Bartusek at 719-640-8057. 
Also if you know someone who might enjoy the dinner, 
whether they are parishioners or not, please have them 
contact Mike Bartusek or the office. 
 

March 15th menu will consist of:  Corned beef,  
cabbage, potato halves, carrots, salads, dessert and rolls. 

Senior/ Family Dinner 

Diocesan Ministry Appeal 

Soup Suppers /Stations of  the Cross 

Join us at the Hope House before Stations of the Cross 
for a light meatless supper of soup and bread  

5:30pm Fridays, March 13th - March 27th  
No Supper on Good Friday. 

 
Mark your calendars for Stations of the Cross on the  

Fridays of Lent at 6:30pm  
March 13, 20 and 27th and  

Good Friday, April 3rd at 5:00pm  
 

Confessions 6:00 to 6:25pm 
March 13th & 20th   

Come join in making traditional 
Polish Palms for Palm Sunday 
on Sunday, March 8th at noon 
in the cafeteria! Anyone is  
welcome, however the flowers 
are challenging, so this project 
isn't intended for younger  
children without significant 
help. This is a fun project to 
help us prepare our hearts for 
celebrating Christ's entry into 
Jerusalem!  

Palm Making 

The Knights of Columbus will have breakfast  
burritos after both Masses on March 8th. 

Please come support our Knights! 

K of  C Breakfast Burritos 

Water for Life          Pray. Fast. Share  a Glass. 

A Grandmother’s Warning 

Elizabeth sees danger all around as she walks for miles 
each day to gather water, but she never complains.     
Instead, the grandmother dedicates herself to raising 
awareness.  She warns of the dangers of walking alone 
for water and allowing donkeys to contaminate water 
sources.  Of course, to be truly safe, her community 
needs a well that provides clean water.  Your Lenten                       
alms will help Church missions bring                        
clean water — and hope — to villages in Africa. 

Almsgiving for Lent 

We live in one of the wealthiest nations in one of the 
most prosperous times in the history of the world. Our 
life is full of convenience and time for leisure. We flip a 
switch, and a room is illuminated. We can satiate our 
hunger quickly by popping food in a microwave or     
hitting a drive-thru on the way home from work. Need 
water? Turn on the tap. There’s no need to go to the well. 
But we are afflicted with a different kind of poverty, a 
poverty of spirit. 

Good thing for Samaritan woman that she didn’t live in 
our time, or she might have missed her chance for      
redemption. Jesus speaking to her, let alone asking her 
for a drink, is unheard of. Samaritans are considered 
“less than” and not worthy of interaction. But he goes 
even further. When she says the Messiah is coming,   
Jesus reveals himself to her: “’I am he, the one who is 
speaking with you.’” His message is received, and      
believed, and her life is changed forever. With Jesus, no 
one is outside the fold—not even Samaritans—and no 
one is beyond redemption—not even the gravest sinner. 

Are our priorities bringing us closer to Our Lord? Are we 
living according to God’s plan for us? Are we filling our 
"bucket” with Christ? As his disciples, we are called to 
live with heaven in mind, and we are also called to bring 
as many people as we can with us! The programs and 
ministries that the Diocesan Ministry Appeal support 
unite people with Our Lord. This Lent, please consider 
the DMA as a way of giving alms. 



Barbara Barbee ~ Brent Barkley ~ Wayne & Rhonda 
Bauer ~ Patricia Beyerl ~ Alverna Bieker ~ Brett  
Billesbach ~ John Billesbach ~ Mark Billesbach ~ Don 
Brown ~ Ken & Catherine Budzon~ Ann Burger ~ 
Charles Caldon ~ Beatrice Champagne ~ Karen Cross ~ 
Mercy Cruz ~ Amanda Dennis ~ John DeWitt ~ Leon 
Dunn ~ Anita Edwards ~ Shari Edwards ~ John Erickson 
~ Mildred Espinoza ~ David & Sara Fandel ~ Rick  
Fandel ~ Don & Marie Feller ~ Dennis Feller ~ Matthew 
Feller ~ Anne & Darrin French ~ Elaine Gardner &  
family ~ Donna Griffin ~ Margaret Hays ~ Toni 
(Bartusek) Higgins ~ Karrie Hoskisson ~ Barbara Isner ~ 
Cathy Johnson ~ Jim Lahey ~ Catherine Lahey ~ Ed 
Lahey ~ Harry Lambrecht ~ Beverly Lemmon ~ Sylvia 
Linzy ~ Raymond Magic ~ Heidi Arbogast Manus ~  
Marie Marinko ~ Mae Martinelli ~ Stephen Martinelli ~ 
Joyce Mason ~ Denise Mastro ~ Alice Matthew ~ Ian 
McClory Jesse McCoon ~ Frank McCormick ~ Louise 
McPhillips ~ Emy Mills ~ Doug & Cheryl Moloney ~ 
Tiffany Mothershead ~ Steven Nagel ~ Mark Newman ~ 
Mark O’Donnell ~ Manny Oliva ~ Steve Pavlica ~ Jason 
Piaggio ~ Samuel Piedad Sr. ~ Dan Pitsko ~ Danelo 
Pohlson ~ Lincoln & Amanda Pogge ~ Susan & John 
Pogge ~ Jim Pratt ~ David Putnam ~ Floyd & Leila 
Quintana ~ Don Rantz ~ Cami Reavis ~ Lilibelle Reavis 
Joseph Rivas ~ Mary Ann Rivas ~ Angie Romero ~   
Valerich Romero ~ Tony Rowan ~ Cliff   Rutherford ~ 
Andy & Dee Sabol ~ Linda Schell ~ Meredith Schell ~ 
Sue Schenk ~ Ayla Anne Scott ~ D. Gregg Scott ~ Judie 
Scott ~ Valorie Scott ~ Brielle Schorg ~ Adolph “Gene” 
Sebben ~ Barbara Sebben ~ Jeff Sebben ~ Juanita 
Sharpe Joseph Shirley ~ Patrick Shook ~ Kay Sinnot ~ 
Tom Sinnott ~ Adam Smith ~ Jaida Sousa ~ Kathy 
Stiffler ~ Stanley Strock ~ Carmelita Tafoya ~ Lynn Toth 
Tyler Turnell ~ James Vanderwerf ~ Simon Vanderwerf 
Cynthia Vialpando ~ Carol Wadman ~ Rich & Meg  
Wagner ~ Emily Weidinger ~ Carole Woolman ~  
Don Wurr 

Please pray for… 

Note:  If your loved one’s name has been 
on this list for more than two years or 
has recovered please call the office to re-
move their name from the prayer list to 
make room for others in need of prayer.  
Thank you.  

From the Pastor 

4th Sunday of Lent 
Mar 14/Mar 15 

5:00 P.M. 9:00 A.M 

S Donn Shigio S Doug Fackelman 

S Russell Tamlin S Dick Koprowski 

L1 Susan Pavlica L1 Dick Koprowski 

L2 Phil Pratt L2 Gretchen Dunnam 

In today’s cultural moral wasteland, it is quite unpopular to 
even speak of sin, never mind condemn it. But that is exactly 
what the story of Noah and the flood is all about, as we are 
reminded by the scripture readings for the first Sunday in Lent. 
The great flood is a testament to God’s hatred of sin and  
determination to wipe it from the face of the earth. He of 
course offers a way to escape the waters of destruction. He 
instructs Noah to build an ark which carries to safety eight 
people and a pair of every animal. With these, He provides the 
earth and the human race with a new beginning. As a sign of 
God’s covenant of friendship with the newly recreated world, 
He places a rainbow in the sky. From the beginning, Christians 
have seen in this story a hint of a greater work of God that 
would come later. The first flood swept away the evil from the 
surface of the earth, but not from the hearts of the ark’s  
passengers. The Red Sea closing in upon Pharaoh and his  
armies had much the same limitation–it did not cleanse the 
soul of Israel. An even greater act of salvation was needed, 
one that was more radical, that penetrated to the very “root” of 
evil. God himself enters into our world in the form of a man, 
and engages in hand-to-hand combat with the father of lies. 
First Jesus Himself is immersed in the waters, a sign of the  
destruction of sin, though He Himself has no sin. Next, He 
goes into the wilderness to strike at sin’s agent.  The  
wrestling match is won by the Son. This, however, is not the 
decisive battle. Mark is a gospel of few words and does not  
relate what Luke (4;13) tells us: Satan left Jesus to await  
another opportunity. That opportunity came later, brokered by 
Judas, Caiphas, and Pilate. By means of the cross, the sign of 
this New Covenant, Jesus decisively vanquished sin and its 
patron, letting loose from His pierced side a stream that was 
more powerful than the ancient waters traversed by Noah and 
Moses. Through faith and immersion in these mighty waters of 
baptism, sin can finally be scoured not just from the skin but 
from the heart, putting to death not men, but the old humanity, 
separated from God and infected with the disease of  
disobedience. The first Letter of Peter (3:20) points out  
something that we can easily miss, that there happened to be 8 
persons in the ark. Jesus rose from the day after the Sabbath, 
the “Eighth Day.” God created the old world in six days,  
rested on the seventh, and performed the new creation on the 
eighth. For this reason, in the early Church, baptisms did not 
usually take place inside the main church sanctuary. Rather, 
smaller buildings called baptistries were erected next door to 
the church. It is notably that they were generally octagonal- 
eight-sided. Why? Because baptism means burying the old 
man with Christ and emerging from the womb of the Church 
as a new creation, sharing in Christ’s resurrection.  
 

Lent is a time intimately linked with baptism. In the early 
Church, it was the season that catechumens prepared  
themselves through the Scrutiny’s, prayer and fasting for their 
paschal journey to the baptistry. The faithful prayed and fasted 
with them. It was also the time that those who had soiled the 
white garments of their baptism through sin  
prepared for reconciliation during the sacred Triduum. So let 
us determine through prayer, fasting, and giving to root out 
lukewarmness and compromise from our own hearts.  
Procrastination and excuses must come to an end. Now is the 
acceptable time, now the day of salvation!  
  

God’s many graces to all of you during this season of Lent.  
  

Fr David  




